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Greater Phoenix Equity Challenges

The hottest communities have the lowest tree canopy cover and the highest child
poverty.
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What are Heat Action Plans?

* Guidance to the City and County in two parts:
1) how make this neighborhood cooler
2) how to keep people safe

* Learn from each other: community-based
organizations, residents, planners, and the project

team

 Show why neighborhood-level differences matter
for City Planning

 Advocate for the plans

* Leverage opportunities, direct resources




ATTACHMENT 21: NEIGHBORHOOD INVESTMENT MAP
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* What are your candidate sites?

e Remember: Problem + High Impact







ommunity
reening in
dison Eastlake




Heat Action Planning Guide

FOR NEIGHBORHOODS OF GREATER PHOENIX

Jlll Creating Urban Heat Solutions in the Valley of the Sun
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The Challenge of Urban Heat

In cities like Mesa or Phoenix, temperatures are often
higher in the city center than at the edges of the city,
and this is especially true at night. The difference in
temperatures between the middle of the city and the
edge depends on a lot of factors, like wind, but it can be
more than 10°F or 52C hotter in the city under certain
conditions. We can also have some big temperature
differences even across short distances, like a few city
blocks. Areas without green space are about 5°F or 3°C

warmer than areas like parks with lots of plants and trees.

Why do we see these patterns in temperature? Imagine
that you were going to go for a walk outside barefoot
on a hot day and that you are a giant - yes, a giant! You
would probably try to step on neighborhoods where
there are more trees and shade and fewer roads and

parking lots. It is not only a matter of what materials or
surfaces exist in a neighborhood, but also important is
how the buildings are arranged, how the landscape is
arranged, and how much heat is given off by machines
like air conditioning units and cars.

The choices we make as a community and as a city
about the types of surfaces and materials we use can
make a big difference in how we experience heat. We
know that the city has changed a lot in the past few
decades. Long-term records tell us that nighttime
temperatures in the city are about 10°F (5°C) higher
than they were 50-60 years ago, and that's mostly
because of how much the cities have grown. Daytime
temperatures have also increased by a couple of degrees
and that's partially a result of the global-scale warming



Virtual
Urban Heat
Leadership
Academy

Equip community residents in Greater Phoenix
with the knowledge, resources and skills to
mobilize their communities and advocate for
greener, cooler, and healthier neighborhoods.
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Virtual
Urban Heat
Leadership
Academy

5-month virtual program, offered in Spanish
and English, launching in summer 2021

Targets 30-40 participants from frontline
communities disproportionately impacted by
heat

Covers major sustainability challenges
related to urban heat, air quality and water

Equips participants with the tools needed to
mobilize communities
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Virtual
Urban Heat
Leadership
Academy

® Launch state of the art
program that has been
custom made for frontline
communities and that is easy
to understand and navigate

® Increase number of
community residents in
frontline communities that
are advocating for heat
solutions

® Participants implement heat-
reducing nature-based
solutions to equitably build
cool, healthy and climate
resilient communities




Phoenix Revitalization Corporation
Jessica Bueno, Director of Community Programs
Email: jessica@phxrevitalization.org

The Nature Conservancy
Anna Bettis, Healthy Cities Program Manager
Email: anna.bettis@tnc.org

Arizona State University
Dave Hondula, Associate Professor
Email: david.hondula@asu.edu



mailto:anna.bettis@tnc.org
mailto:jessica@phxrevitalization.org

