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Greater Phoenix Equity Challenges

Tree Canopy CoverUrban Heat Child Poverty

The hottest communities have the lowest tree canopy cover and the highest child 
poverty.



What are Heat Action Plans?
• Guidance to the City and County in two parts:

1) how make this neighborhood cooler
2) how to keep people safe

• Learn from each other: community-based 
organizations, residents, planners, and the project 
team

• Show why neighborhood-level differences matter 
for City Planning

• Advocate for the plans

• Leverage opportunities, direct resources
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•What are your candidate sites?

•Remember: Problem + High Impact





Community 
Greening in 
Edison Eastlake
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Virtual 
Urban Heat 
Leadership 
Academy

Equip community residents in Greater Phoenix 
with the knowledge, resources and skills to 
mobilize their communities and advocate for 
greener, cooler, and healthier neighborhoods.
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• 5-month virtual program, offered in Spanish 

and English, launching in summer 2021

• Targets 30-40 participants from frontline 

communities disproportionately impacted by 

heat

• Covers major sustainability challenges 

related to urban heat, air quality and water

• Equips participants with the tools needed to 

mobilize communities 

• Provides hands on experience with proven 

solutions for reducing heat and improving air 

quality

Virtual 
Urban Heat 
Leadership 
Academy
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• Launch state of the art 
program that has been 
custom made for frontline 
communities and that is easy 
to understand and navigate 

• Increase number of 
community residents in 
frontline communities that 
are advocating for heat 
solutions 

• Participants implement heat-
reducing nature-based 
solutions to equitably build 
cool, healthy and climate 
resilient communities
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The Nature Conservancy
Anna Bettis, Healthy Cities Program Manager
Email: anna.bettis@tnc.org

Phoenix Revitalization Corporation
Jessica Bueno, Director of Community Programs 
Email: jessica@phxrevitalization.org

Arizona State University
Dave Hondula, Associate Professor
Email: david.hondula@asu.edu
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